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AGENDA FOR PROPOSED TELEPHONE INTERVIEW 

Examiner Meek, 



Phone: 512327.8932 
Fax: 512.327.2665 



I would like to discuss the following topics in the telephone interview now set for 10 
a.m. EDT on Tuesday September 21. 

1. The objections 



The claims section of the application is currently entitled simply "CLAIMS." 
This section heading is not objectionable. 

The present claims properly use the transition term "including" rather than the 
equivalent transition term "comprising." The use of the transition term 
"including" is not objectionable. 



II. The proposed claim amendments 

1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for controlling the system supply voltage in a 
system utilizing a spread spectrum clock signal, the apparatus including: 

(a) a modulating arrangement operatively connected to apply a first modulation to 
^ one of the system supply voltage or a clock signal frequency for the system^ 

the first modulation varying the one of the system supply voltage or clock 
signal frequency about a no minal value for the one of the system supp ly 
voltage o r clock si p nal frequency : and 

(b) a corresponding modulating arrangement operatively connected to apply a 
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corresponding modulation to the other one of the system supply voltage or the 
clock signal frequency , the corresponding modulation varying the other one of 
the system supply voltage or the clock signal frequency about a nominal value 
for the other one of the system supply voltage or the clock signal frequency . 

1 0. (Currently amended) A spread spectrum clock system including: 

(a) a spread spectrum clock source having a frequency modulation input and 
providing a clock signal; 

(b) a power supply circuit providing a supply voltage output; 

(c) a modulating arrangement operatively connected to apply a first modulation to 
one of the supply voltage output or the frequency of the clock signal , the first 
modulation varying the one of the supply voltage output or the frequency of 
the clock signal about a nominal value for the one of the supply voltage output 
or the frequency of the clock signal : and 

(d) a corresponding modulating arrangement operatively connected to apply a 
corresponding modulation to the other one of the supply voltage output or the 
frequency of the clock signal , the corresponding modulation varying the other 
one of the supply voltage output or the frequency of the clock signal about a 
nominal value for the other one of the supply voltage output or the frequency 
of the clock signal . 

17. (Currently amended) A method for providing a spread spectrum clock signal for a 
circuit, the method including the steps of: 

(a) modulating a power supply signal for the circuit at a first modulation to vary 
the power supply signal about a nominal supply voltage : and 

(b) modulating the frequency of the clock signal for the circuit at a corresponding 
modulation to vary the frequency of the clock signal about a nominal clock 
signal frequency . 
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III. The cited art 

The current claim rejections rely on U,S. Patent No. 5,787,294 to Evoy. This patent 
discloses a programmable power supply and a programmable frequency generator capable of 
providing different outputs under the control of data supplied over a common bus. A power 
management unit controls the power supply and clock frequency based on conditions of the 
processor and other system components. There is no suggestion in the reference that either 
the power supply voltage or clock frequency are modulated about a respective nominal 
value, and certainly no suggestion that the supply voltage and clock frequency are modulated 
in any corresponding way about respective nominal valuea. 
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